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Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

As we approach the final two weeks of this half 
term, there is much to celebrate at St John 
Plessington. Thank you for your continued 
support as we work together to help our young 
people learn, grow and feel part of our school 
community.

Our Year 7 Welcome Mass this week at St Anne’s 
was a particularly special occasion, celebrating 
our newest pupils joining our Catholic community. 
Thank you to everyone who helped organise 
and support the celebration. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to come together in prayer and 
reflect on the values that guide our school: 
Compassion, Respect, Determination and Justice.

I am also delighted to share that we have 
achieved the CAFOD LiveSimply Award. This 
recognises our commitment to living simply, 
caring for our environment and standing in 
solidarity with others. The assessor was very 
complimentary about the work of our staff and 
students. Particular thanks go to Mr Jones, Mrs 
Harvey alongside everyone whose contributions 
made this achievement possible.

Our Sixth Form taster sessions have provided 
an opportunity for students to explore their next 
steps and experience what continuing their 
education at SJP could offer. Thank you to the 
staff who made these sessions possible. We are 
proud of our Sixth Form and remain committed 
to developing its opportunities and supporting 
students’ ambitions.

Thank you, too, to students and staff for their 
efforts during the English and Maths trial 
examinations. These experiences help students 
build confidence, become familiar with 
examination routines and identify where further 
support and preparation are needed.

Alongside these celebrations, we continue to 
reinforce the everyday habits that support 
success. Please help us by reminding your child of 
the importance of arriving at school and lessons 
on time, moving promptly and calmly between 
lessons, and making the most of learning time. 
Consistent expectations, supported by school and 
home, make a real difference.

Looking ahead, school photographs take place on 
Monday, followed by flu vaccinations on Tuesday, 
for pupils with the necessary consent in place. 
Our Year 13 Progress Review also takes place 
next week. We encourage students and families 
to ensure appointments are booked and to use 
these conversations to discuss progress, future 
plans and any support needed.

Thank you for your continued partnership and 
for all that our students contribute to school life. I 
wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable 
weekend.

Mr McLoughlin
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Message
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Headteacher’s Message
St John Plessington 
Celebrates Achieving the 
CAFOD LiveSimply Award!
We are delighted to announce that St John 
Plessington Catholic College has officially 
been awarded the CAFOD LiveSimply Award, 
following two years of dedication, hard work 
and commitment from across our school 
community.

The LiveSimply Award recognises Catholic 
communities that demonstrate their 
commitment to living simply, living sustainably 
and living in solidarity with others. Inspired by 
Catholic Social Teaching and Pope Francis’ 
call to care for our common home, the award 
encourages us to put our faith into action and 
make a positive difference in the world.
Over the past two years, students, staff, parents 
and governors have all played an important role 
in helping our College work towards achieving 
the award. As part of our LiveSimply journey, 
we have undertaken a wide range of activities, 
including:

•	 Taking action on climate change – 
Students have written to the Government 
to raise awareness of climate change and 
encourage greater action to protect our 
planet.

•	 Participating in CAFOD’s annual Big Lent 
Walk – Our College community has come 
together to walk in solidarity with those 
experiencing poverty and injustice around 
the world.

•	 Caring for our local environment – Students 
have participated in litter-picking activities 
within our local community, demonstrating 
our commitment to caring for creation and 
taking pride in our surroundings.

Fundraising for CAFOD – Through the generosity 
and enthusiasm of our College community, we 
have raised thousands of pounds for CAFOD, 
helping to support vulnerable communities and 
those experiencing poverty across the world.

These activities demonstrate how our College 
community has embraced the principles of 
Catholic Social Teaching, particularly Care for 
Creation, Solidarity, and the Common Good.
Achieving the LiveSimply Award is a significant 

milestone for St John Plessington Catholic 
College. It recognises not only the actions we 
have taken over the past two years but also 
our ongoing commitment to ensuring that our 
Catholic faith is lived out through meaningful 
action.

We are incredibly proud of everyone who has 
contributed to this achievement. A huge thank 
you to our students, staff, parents and governors 
for their enthusiasm, generosity and support 
throughout our LiveSimply journey.

Although we have achieved the award, our 
journey does not end here. We look forward to 
continuing to live simply, sustainably and in 
solidarity with others, ensuring that we remain a 
community that puts faith into action.

Congratulations to the whole St John Plessington 
community on this fantastic achievement

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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New Homework Hub Launched for Families
Following feedback from parents and carers 
who told us they were sometimes unsure 
how to access homework platforms or find 
their child’s homework information, we have 
created a new Homework Hub on the SJP 
website.

The new page brings everything together 
in one place. Families can view the KS3 and 
KS4 homework timetables, check homework 
days and after-school support sessions, and 
find step-by-step login guides for Google 
Classroom, Tassomai, Sparx Maths and 
Seneca.

There is also a dedicated password reset 
request form, making it easier for pupils 
to get help if they are having difficulty 
accessing one of the platforms.

The aim is to make homework information clearer and easier to access, while giving parents and 
carers the information they need to support learning at home.

Visit the Homework Hub:
https://stjohnplessington.com/curriculum/homework-at-sjp/

Explore Our Learning Journeys

Parents and carers can now explore our new 
Learning Journeys, showing the roadmap 
pupils follow through each subject during 
their time at SJP.

Each journey breaks the curriculum down by 
year group and half term, showing the topics 
pupils will study and the key learning points 
they will develop along the way. Parents can 
select individual points on the roadmap to 
see more detail about what their child will be 
learning.

Learning Journeys are available across a 
wide range of subjects, helping families 
understand how knowledge and skills build 
as pupils progress through school.

They are a simple way to see where pupils 
are now, what they are learning next and 
where their subject journey is taking them.

View Subject Learning Journeys:
https://stjohnplessington.com/curriculum/curriculum-plans-2026-27/

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
https://stjohnplessington.com/curriculum/homework-at-sjp/
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Year 7 Students Impress with 
Their Spanish Alphabet Skills
Our Year 7 students have been busy learning the 
Spanish alphabet in their Spanish lessons this week, and 
they are already making fantastic progress!

Students have been developing their pronunciation and 
language skills as they become more confident with the 
sounds and letters of the Spanish alphabet.

It is brilliant to see their enthusiasm for learning a new 
language and how much they have already achieved in 
such a short time.

Watch the video to hear just how well they know their 
Spanish alphabet already!

Year 10 GCSE Art Students 
Explore Liverpool’s Iconic 
Cathedrals
Our Year 10 GCSE Art students enjoyed a fantastic 
trip to Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral and Liverpool 
Cathedral, gathering valuable visual research to 
support their GCSE Art studies.

The visit provided students with the opportunity to 
explore two of Liverpool’s most iconic landmarks, 
observing their impressive architecture, intricate details 
and unique artistic features.

By collecting visual research directly from primary 
sources, students were able to develop their 
observational skills and gather inspiration for their own 
creative work.

A brilliant day of exploration, creativity and learning 
beyond the classroom!

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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KS3 Coding, Esports and Minecraft Clubs
Our KS3 Coding, Esports and Minecraft Clubs take place every Thursday 
from 3.15–4.15 pm in IT5 and IT6. The clubs are run by Mr Slane and Mrs 
Kennedy and are open to all KS3 students.

KS3 Coding Club
Students can develop their programming skills, complete coding 
challenges and create their own games and interactive projects. No 
previous coding experience is required.

KS3 Esports Club
Students can compete in exciting gaming challenges while developing 
valuable teamwork, communication and strategic-thinking skills.

KS3 Minecraft Club
Students can build incredible worlds, take part in creative challenges 
and work collaboratively to solve problems and bring their ideas to life.

All KS3 students are welcome to attend. Come along, try something new 
and get involved in one of these exciting opportunities!

Year 7 Welcome Mass
On Monday, our Year 7 students attended St Anne’s Parish in Rock 

Ferry for their Welcome Mass, marking a special moment as they 

joined our Catholic school community. Together, they prayed for 

themselves, their families and the year ahead, asking for God’s 

guidance as they begin this new chapter at St John Plessington.

The Mass offered a time to pause, reflect and give thanks, 

reminding each student that they are valued, loved and have a 

unique contribution to make. As friendships develop and new 

opportunities unfold, we pray that our young people will grow in 

faith and confidence, showing compassion and respect for one 

another and finding the courage to use their gifts in service of 

others.

Our heartfelt thanks go to Fr Mario, the parishioners of St Anne’s 

and our staff for their warm welcome and for making this such a 

special celebration. The occasion was a joyful reminder of the close 

relationship between school, parish and home, united in supporting 

our young people.

May God bless our Year 7 students and their families, and guide 

them towards a year filled with learning, friendship and hope.

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Celebrating Excellence in 
IT, Computer Science and 
Business Studies! 
We are delighted to celebrate our latest Hall of 
Excellence Monthly Achievement Award winners 
from the IT, Computer Science and Business Studies 
Department.

These awards recognise pupils who demonstrate 
outstanding effort, dedication, a positive attitude to 
learning and a willingness to go above and beyond in 
their lessons.

Year 9 – Computer Science: Daniel

Daniel has consistently demonstrated an 
exceptional attitude towards Computer Science. 
He works extremely hard, challenges himself and 
always completes his work to a high standard. His 
enthusiasm, determination and willingness to go the 
extra mile make him a thoroughly deserving recipient 
of this award.

Year 12 – IT: Freya

Freya has made a fantastic start to Year 12 IT. She has 
shown excellent independence in her work, actively 
seeks feedback and is always looking for ways to 
improve. Her positive attitude and commitment to 
producing high-quality work have really stood out.

Year 10 - Business Studies: Pitor

Pitor has made an excellent start to Business Studies, 
consistently showing curiosity and enthusiasm 
in lessons. He regularly asks thoughtful questions 
and goes above and beyond in his coursework, 
particularly when researching and analysing a local 
business. His dedication and positive approach to 
learning are fantastic to see.

Congratulations to all three pupils!

We are incredibly proud of their achievements and 
look forward to recognising even more pupils in our 
Hall of Excellence throughout the year.

Keep up the fantastic work! 

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Students Take the Lead in 
‘Pitch & Post’ Library Project
On Monday 28th September, our school library hosted 
Pitch & Post, an interactive reading project delivered 
by Kraken Comics and supported by Penguin 
Publishing. Two representatives from each year 
group joined two workshops to help shape our library 
collection and explore creative careers.

In the morning Pitch session, students worked 
with Cathy Charnley (owner of Kraken Comics in 
Bebington) to learn how booksellers evaluate titles. 
Putting their skills into practice, students selected 15 
brand-new graphic novels that have now been added 
to our library.

During the afternoon Post session, local illustrator Matt 
Garbutt guided students through the professional 
book illustration process. The group then collaborated 
to design a bespoke Book Suggestion Post Box, which 
Matt is now creating as a permanent feature for future 
student recommendations.

We are extremely proud of our students’ enthusiasm 
and teamwork, and we extend a huge thank you to 
Kraken Comics and Penguin Publishing for making this 
event possible!  

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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National Reading Award 
Success for Olivia!
We are delighted to share that Olivia from Year 9 
has been longlisted for the prestigious Barrington 
Stoke Reader of the Year Award!

Out of 82 nominations nationwide, only 30 pupils 
were selected for the longlist, with only one 
overall winner. The judging panel awarded Olivia 
this recognition to celebrate her extraordinary 
dedication to reading. 

Olivia was presented with an official certificate 
from The School Library Association and a special 
token gold badge from Barrington Stoke to mark 
this fantastic achievement.

Our Librarian, Mrs Starkey, nominated Olivia for 
her tremendous growth as a reader, where she 
has shown inspiring determination and overcome 
so much throughout her reading journey. Having 
served as a dedicated Student Librarian last 
year, Olivia continues to be a regular face in our 
Library. When it comes to books, her tastes are 
delightfully varied - you’ll often find her engrossed 
in graphic novels, K-Pop and Asian stories, books 
about Taylor Swift, or anything featuring zombies! 

Please join us in giving Olivia a huge 
congratulations on this brilliant milestone - we 
are all so proud of you! 

SJP Awarded Summer Term 
National Year of Reading Award
After successfully achieving our Spring Term Award, 
we’re proud to share that we have achieved our second 
award from the National Year of Reading 2026! 

The summer term was jam packed with events 
celebrating reading at SJP, such as an inspiring visit 
and workshop from acclaimed author Richard O’Neill 
MBE, the creation of our mini libraries in Romero, the 
Chapel and our staff room, and holding our first big 
Blooket tournament in the Library - which has now 
become a permanent fixture on Tech Fridays there!  

Our reading culture continues to get stronger and 
stronger, with much more to come from this next term. 
Thank you for your support!

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Year 9/10 Rugby Team Secure 
Impressive Victory Against 
Co-op Academy
Our Year 9/10 rugby team delivered another fantastic 
performance, securing an impressive 29-17 victory 
against a highly competitive Co-op Academy side.

The team showed great determination, teamwork and 
resilience throughout the match to come away with a 
well-deserved win.

Congratulations to everyone involved on another 
excellent result!

Shamelia Selected for 
Merseyside Squad for 
2026/27 Season
A huge congratulations to Shamelia, who has been 
selected for the Merseyside squad for the 2026/27 
season!

This is another outstanding achievement and a 
fantastic recognition of her talent, hard work and 
dedication to football.

To celebrate, Shamelia has also been invited to 
Goodison Park on Sunday for the women’s match 
against Birmingham. She will have the exciting 
opportunity to step onto the pitch at half-time 
alongside her fellow squad members, where the girls 
will be introduced to the crowd and have photographs 
taken.

We are incredibly proud of Shamelia and look forward to 
following her continued success!

Sports Success

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Year 8 Football Team Kick Off 
with Fantastic 6-2 Victory
Our Year 8 football team made an excellent start to 
the year with a convincing 6-2 victory against Co-op 
Bebington in their first friendly fixture.

It was a fantastic performance from the team, with the 
players showing great enthusiasm and teamwork to 
secure an impressive result.

Well done to everyone involved on a brilliant start to the 
football season!

Over 50 Students Take Part in 
After-School Sports Clubs
It was another fantastic evening of extracurricular sport, 
with over 50 students attending our after-school clubs!

Students enjoyed taking part in a range of activities, 
including netball, badminton, darts and rugby, 
demonstrating the enthusiasm for sport across the 
school.

Our extracurricular programme provides students 
with valuable opportunities to develop new skills, build 
friendships, stay active and enjoy activities beyond the 
classroom.

It was brilliant to see so many students getting involved 
and making the most of the opportunities available to 
them!

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Last Friday, eight of our young leaders from Year 
8 attended mini -Dash. This is a diocesan wide 
meeting of year 8 pupils which takes place every 
term. They learn about what Catholic  leadership 
is all about, do teambuilding activities, and 
meet with Mr McLoughlin to ask him questions 
about his job and the vision for the school. We 
travel to the event with our friends from St Mary’s 
Wallasey who led us in singing all the songs we 
sing in Chapel and during celebration of the 
word, particularly on the way back. 

Maggie appreciates your donation. She is 16 
and does not have access to running and 
clean water when she goes to school. Generous 
donors have so far helped us reach about 40% 
of our goal, which is to send £500 to Cafod so 
that her school and others like it so it can be 
equipped with running and clean water. Please 
consider making a donation here

Confirmation and First Holy Communion classes 
are in full swing on Thursdays with more than 
30 candidates preparing themselves for one 

of the sacraments. Monday, we celebrated 
the welcome Mass for our Year 7 at St Anne’s. 
Our pupils sang and read brilliantly and as 
they progress through the school, they will 
remember these moments of refection, unity 
and celebration for all the blessings we receive 
together.

Father Mario is a busy man. On Wednesday we 
welcomed him in the Chapel for a Mass with 
our Chaplaincy volunteers and other pupils who 
wished to join us. 

The month of the season of Care for Creation 
has drawn to a close but across the school, 
our plants are sprouting and continuing their 
journey of growth for spring harvest. Here’s a fine 
example I found in the Assisi form room.

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Upcoming Events

Week A

Monday 12th October 2026
School Photography Company - Portraits 
Photographs of Y7 Y10 Y12

Tuesday 13th October 2026
Flu 2026 Vaccination Programme 08:45-15:10 
Refectory
Roots & Shoots Y9 Science

Wednesday 14th October 2026

Thursday 15th October 2026
Sport Y13 U19 Club Fixture Boys
Y13 Progress Review Meetings

Friday 16th October 2026
UN Fay at LFC - 17 Sustainability Goals

Week B

Monday 19th October 2026

Tuesday  20th October 2026

Wednesday 21st October 2026

Thursday 22nd October 2026
Last day for pupils
Y7 Meet your form tutor evening

Friday 9th October 2026
Inset Day - School Closed

Rewards & 
Recognition 
Year 7
Deon Jacob, Noah Coburn, Jude Dalton-Johns, Olicia Hammon, Pearl 
Holmes, Shay Allen, Laavina Vino Rooban, Leo Jones, Mikes McGee, David 
Pavoloska, Diana Pavoloska, Jia Jeejo, Abigail Mathew, Wanna Ali, Aarush 
Jithin, Jase Holmes, Theo Irving Prince, Albie McCaffery, Leo Robinson, Callum 
Kewley, William Allright, Kieran Patten

Year 8
Jameson Hensby, Charlie Murray, Bobbie Power, Darcie Leigh Down, 
Saanvi Poreddy Mahender Nath, Tilly Woolman, Niall Adams, Lincoln Kelly, 
Muhammad Affan, Divine Obagagie, Kiera Burns, Poppi Smith, Jacob Barker, 
Keira Burns, Lincoln Kelly, Holly Parry, Abigail Martin, Charlie Hardman, Brooke 
Wilson, Orla Whiteside

Year 9
Charlie-Leigh Westlake-Mearns, Ela Gokce, Joel Hale, Ted Robinson, Oscar 
Jordan, Mathew Munashe Moyo, Cassidy Young, Sophia Birss, Md Towsif 
Chowdhury Sabith, Kosi Ohunbunwa, Latrell Omijie, Ava Willis, Levin Linson, 
Cole Povall, Joan Kasimu, Georgie Wilmshurst, Olivia Davies, Hannah Brewer, 
Neev Ooman, Moses Chung, Johan Jijo, Isla Mason, Joseph O’Reilly

Year 10
Isabella Doyle, Ani Kharaishvili, Thomas Hennessey, Joseph Deeny, Imogen 
O’gorman, Ann Linson, Ellie Grattan, Lily Tasker, Jacob Smyth, Charlie Linane, 
Amber Camilleri, Tommy Lowe, Macy Howells, Ellie Stewart, James Redgrift, 
Logan Davies, Oliver Fox, Thomas Walsh, Megan Hanaghan, Piotr Babol, 
Shirley Leighton, Charlie Southern Hunter, Ellis Taylor Ward, Delilah Doyle, 
Freddie McDonnell, Lily Jane Jones, Liv Quinn, Reece Gillam

Year 11
Alex Cornett, Mia Kent, Ethan Goldrick, Lily McVeigh, Jake O’Gorman, Maximus 
Liddicoat, Jessica Rutter, Zak Kerrigan, Alex Cornett, Laura Howell, Freya Foy, 
Samuel Poulose, Leighton Houghton, Kaitlyn Rose, Vinnie Martin, Awie Osman, 
Charlotte Rostance, Ethan Dulson, Ava Byrne, Beth Murphy, Benjamin Buckley, 
Hanaa Elhassan, Lucas Harrison, Callum March, David Smith, Blake Casino, 
Owen West, Edward Merrin, Josie-May Mcintyre, Ryan Cherian, Charlie Brown, 
Luca Redmond, Tobi burns, Psalm Espiritu, Connor wilson

Year 12
Mila Schoos, Libby Wilson, Olivia Murphy, Kayleigh Taplin, Dylan Hughes, Meg 
Byrne, Sebastian Mcardle, Matthew Hulmston, Freya Bennett, Lois Smith, Ed 
Whittaker, Lois Smith, Aiden Kelly, Thomas Moynihan, Sebastian McArdle, 
Charlie Crawford, Chloe Atkinson, Alona Paul, Emily Mosedale

Year 13
Gabriella Hyde, Beth Gladwin, Leo Carvell, Rosa Turk, Ben Redford, Myah 
Khan, Gabriel Ostrowski, Annabelle O’Brien, Lewis Mohammed, Sarah Linge, 
Hannah Mazier, Joshua Gallagher, Sophie Wheeler, Caitlin Kelly, Hattie Jebb, 
Daniel Cheung, David Fatokun, Skye Robinson, Libbie Lefebvre, Dom Simmons, 
Leighton Bibby, Isabel Iranzo, Hannah Mazier, Charlotte Freaney

http://www.stjohnplessington.com
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Why is attendance important to my child’s education?

Good attendance means:
Target 

97%

143
Days of 

education

152
Days of 

education

162
Days of 

education

171
Days of 

education

184
Days of 

education

190
Days of 

education

75%
47 days absent

80%
38 days absent

85%
28 days absent

90%
18 days absent

97%
6 days absent

100%
0 days absent

SERIOUSLY WORRIED

Why poor attendance has a serious

 impact & reduces life chances.

VERY CONCERNED

Poor attendance gives

 less chance of success

WELL DONE

Good attendance gives the

 best chance of success

* Plenty of time for

 shopping, holidays 

& appointments.days are NOT 

spent in school

each year.*
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