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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of our first half term, I would 
like to thank our students, staff and families for 
such a successful start to the school year. The 
weeks have passed quickly, and there is much to 
celebrate across our school community. Thank 
you for your continued support and for working 
in partnership with us to help our young people 
flourish.

This half term has brought wonderful enrichment 
opportunities, giving students the chance to 
discover new interests, develop their talents 
and build friendships. We are particularly proud 
of achieving the Artsmark Platinum Award, 
recognising the creativity and commitment of our 
staff and students. Special thanks go to Mrs Smith 
and all colleagues whose work has contributed to 
this achievement.

Our Belong curriculum continues to help students 
understand themselves, their relationships 
and their responsibilities within our community 
and the wider world. Alongside their academic 
learning, these experiences support our young 
people to become thoughtful, compassionate 
and confident individuals. Please take time to 
explore this newsletter to see what your child 
has been learning and the many opportunities 
available at SJP.

As a Catholic learning community, we recognise 
that every child is made in the image of God, with 
unique gifts to share. Our values of Compassion, 
Respect, Determination and Justice guide our 
daily life together. Through prayer, worship, 
learning and service, we encourage our students 
to use their gifts generously and recognise the 
difference they can make to others.

We send our best wishes to the students and 
staff travelling to Poland over the break. We look 
forward to following their experiences online and 
hearing about their learning when they return. 

Thank you also to colleagues providing half-
term intervention sessions and to the students 
attending.

School reopens on Monday 2 November. Weather 
permitting, we will begin with a line-up and 
uniform check before Lesson 1. Please help your 
child prepare by checking that their uniform and 
equipment are ready for a positive start.

Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on 
Wednesday 4 November. We look forward to 
welcoming Year 11 students and their families 
and those from other schools to explore the 
opportunities available as they consider their next 
steps.

For now, I hope the half-term break provides time 
to recharge, relax and enjoy being with those 
who matter most. We keep all our families in our 
prayers, particularly those facing difficulties, and 
ask God to watch over our community during the 
holiday.

With every good wish for a safe and restful half 
term,

Mr McLoughlin
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Message
We are delighted to 
announce that SJP has 
been awarded Artsmark 
Platinum

We are delighted to announce that SJP has been 
awarded Artsmark Platinum, the highest level of 
recognition awarded by Arts Council England. 
This prestigious achievement celebrates our 
commitment to providing an inclusive, inspiring 
and arts-rich education for every student.

A key strength identified in our Artsmark 
assessment was our commitment to working 
with artists, creative practitioners and cultural 
organisations to provide authentic experiences 
for our students. Through partnerships with 
organisations including Dot Art, Future Yard CIC 
and Liverpool Empire Theatre, our young people 
have opportunities to perform, exhibit their work 
and discover the possibilities of creative careers.

Our commitment to collaboration also extends 
beyond the college. Now in its fourth year, our 
New Brighton Arts Festival brings together 
schools from across Wirral, giving children 
and young people the opportunity to work 
alongside professional artists and perform in 
professional venues. These shared experiences 
celebrate local creativity, strengthen community 
connections and ensure that young people from 
across the area can access high-quality arts 
opportunities.

Artsmark recognised the strength of these 
partnerships, highlighting our work with cultural 
organisations and artists and praising the 
way these collaborations benefit both our own 
students and those in other schools.

At the heart of our approach at SJP is the 
belief that every young person should have 
the opportunity to discover and develop their 
talents, We work hard to make our arts provision 
inclusive and accessible, ensuring that all 
students can access instrumental tuition and 
participate in a wide range of arts activities.

Achieving Artsmark Platinum is a wonderful 
recognition of the dedication of our staff, the 
enthusiasm and creativity of our students, and 
the strength of our partnerships with artists, 
cultural organisations and schools across the 
community.

Congratulations to everyone who has 
contributed to this fantastic achievement. We 
look forward to building on this success and 
continuing to ensure that creativity, culture and 
the arts remain at the heart of life at St John 
Plessington Catholic College.

Mrs Carter
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New Homework Hub Launched for Families
Following feedback from parents and carers 
who told us they were sometimes unsure 
how to access homework platforms or find 
their child’s homework information, we have 
created a new Homework Hub on the SJP 
website.

The new page brings everything together 
in one place. Families can view the KS3 and 
KS4 homework timetables, check homework 
days and after-school support sessions, and 
find step-by-step login guides for Google 
Classroom, Tassomai, Sparx Maths and 
Seneca.

There is also a dedicated password reset 
request form, making it easier for pupils 
to get help if they are having difficulty 
accessing one of the platforms.

The aim is to make homework information clearer and easier to access, while giving parents and 
carers the information they need to support learning at home.

Visit the Homework Hub:
https://stjohnplessington.com/curriculum/homework-at-sjp/

Explore Our Learning Journeys

Parents and carers can now explore our new 
Learning Journeys, showing the roadmap 
pupils follow through each subject during 
their time at SJP.

Each journey breaks the curriculum down by 
year group and half term, showing the topics 
pupils will study and the key learning points 
they will develop along the way. Parents can 
select individual points on the roadmap to 
see more detail about what their child will be 
learning.

Learning Journeys are available across a 
wide range of subjects, helping families 
understand how knowledge and skills build 
as pupils progress through school.

They are a simple way to see where pupils 
are now, what they are learning next and 
where their subject journey is taking them.

View Subject Learning Journeys:
https://stjohnplessington.com/curriculum/curriculum-plans-2026-27/

Year 10 Drama 
Year 10 Drama students had a workshop this week with 
the Paul Lavelle Foundation. The charity will be filming 
an educational video called ‘Healthy Doesn’t Hurt’, 
dealing with issues faced by many young people, like 
how to navigate toxic relationships and dealing with 
substance abuse and online bullying, among others. 
The group already had some input into the production, 
as they proof-read the script a few weeks ago, and 
made several suggestions about how to make the 
dialogue feel more realistic and resonant for a young 
audience.

Adam, the director, spoke to the students about how 
the film will be shot, and they workshopped a number of 
scenes before sharing them with the rest of the group. 
Adam was so impressed by our students’ attitude and 
talent, mentioning that he could have cast any number 
of them there and then, they were so convincing! 

We look forward to seeing some of our young people 
feature in the finished product next year! 

National Year of Reading: 
Beano’s Never-Ending Comic 
Event!
As part of our ongoing NYoR celebrations, a group of 
Year 7 students took part in an exciting nationwide 
online event, ‘The Never-Ending Comic: Draw What 
Happens Next’, hosted in partnership with the Beano!

Guided by Librarian Mrs Starkey, comic artist Chanté 
Timothy and Beano’s “Director of Mischief” Mike 
Stirling, students joined a live draw-along activity where 
they learned how to develop unique 
characters, experiment with speech balloons, 
and craft dynamic storylines using “WHIFFs” 
(What Happens If...?).

Their finished comic strips will now be submitted to the 
Beano for a chance to have their artwork published in 
the iconic magazine!

This was a Go All In! event for the National Year of 
Reading and SJP’s commitment to celebrating and 
promoting reading for pleasure. 
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RE Department re-enact a 
Jewish Wedding
Year 11 pupils recently brought their Religious Education 
lessons to life by taking part in a 
re-enactment of a traditional Jewish wedding.

The ceremony took place beneath a makeshift 
Chuppah, a canopy which symbolises the home the 
couple will build together. Pupils explored several 
important Jewish wedding traditions, including 
the exchange of rings, the reading of the Ketubah 
(marriage contract), the seven wedding blessings 
(Sheva Brachot) and the breaking of a glass, which 
traditionally concludes the ceremony.

The activity provided a fantastic opportunity for pupils 
to develop their understanding of Jewish beliefs and 
practices as part of their GCSE Religious Education 
studies.

Well done to all the pupils involved for their enthusiasm 
and willingness to get involved in such a memorable 
learning experience!

Pupils Celebrate United 
Nations Day at Anfield for 
Personal Development Trip

On Friday 16th October, pupils from Years 7 to 9 had the 
fantastic opportunity to visit Anfield Stadium to take 
part in a special United Nations Day event organised 
by the LFC Foundation.

The event focused on the United Nations’ 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which aim
 to tackle global challenges such as poverty, 
inequality, climate change and access to education.

Throughout the afternoon, pupils explored the 
importance of working together to create a fairer, 
more sustainable world and considered how they can 
make a positive difference in their own communities.
Our pupils represented St John Plessington Catholic 
College brilliantly, demonstrating enthusiasm, maturity 
and a genuine interest in the issues discussed. They 
were a real credit to themselves and the College.

The event provided a valuable opportunity to 
put into practice the values explored through our 
Personal Development and Citizenship curriculum, 
particularly the importance of global citizenship, social 
responsibility and standing up for others.

A huge well done to all pupils who took part, and 
thank you to the LFC Foundation for providing such a 
worthwhile experience!

SJP Celebrates Black 
History Month
Throughout October, St John Plessington Catholic 
College has been celebrating Black History Month, 
recognising the achievements, contributions and 
experiences of Black people throughout history and 
in society today.

This year’s theme, “Honouring Our Communities,” 
has encouraged pupils to recognise and celebrate 
the contributions of Black individuals, from well-
known historical figures to everyday heroes who 
make a positive difference in their communities. 

Through the stories shared in Belong Time, pupils 
have explored the importance of recognising 
achievements that are sometimes overlooked and 
celebrating those who inspire change.

As part of our Personal Development curriculum, 
pupils have explored important topics including 
racism, discrimination and stereotyping, 
encouraging them to challenge prejudice, 
celebrate diversity and understand the importance 
of treating everyone with dignity and respect.

During Belong Time, form tutors have also been 
sharing the inspiring stories of Black heroes and 
role models, highlighting individuals who have 
overcome barriers, challenged injustice and made 
a lasting difference to the world.

These activities have provided valuable 
opportunities for pupils to reflect on the importance 
of equality, respect and inclusion, reinforcing our 
Catholic values and our commitment to creating 
a school community where everyone feels valued 
and respected.
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SJP U14s Secure Impressive 
Victory Against Woodchurch
SJP’s U14s produced a fantastic team performance, 
overcoming a competitive Woodchurch side to secure 
an impressive 44-19 victory.

Despite fielding a heavily depleted squad, the team 
showed great determination, resilience and teamwork 
to come away with a well-deserved win.

A brilliant effort from everyone involved, with Joe F 
earning a deserved Player of the Match award for his 
outstanding performance.

Well done, boys!

SJP Sixth Form March Into 
Merseyside Cup Quarter-
Finals!
SJP Sixth Form secured an impressive 3-0 victory over 
Calderstones to book their place in the Merseyside Cup 
quarter-finals!

After a challenging first half under pressure, the team 
showed fantastic resilience before taking control and 
dominating the second half.

Man of the Match Daniel E.T delivered an outstanding 
performance, scoring twice and providing an assist, 
including a thunderous finish into the top corner!

A special mention also goes to Will K for a superb 
performance in goal, helping secure a well-deserved 
clean sheet.

A brilliant all-round team effort. Bring on the quarter-
finals!

Sports Success
Year 9 Develop Their Tag 
Rugby Skills!
Our Year 9 students have been getting active in PE this 
week, learning the key principles of tag rugby.

Throughout the lesson, students developed their 
throwing and catching skills, improved their teamwork 
and learnt how to score a try.

It was a fantastic opportunity to build confidence, 
develop coordination and put new skills into practice.

Great effort from everyone involved!

Over 50 Students Take Part in 
After-School Sports Clubs
It was another fantastic evening of extracurricular sport, 
with over 50 students attending our after-school clubs!

Students enjoyed taking part in a range of activities, 
including netball, badminton, darts and rugby, 
demonstrating the enthusiasm for sport across the 
school.

Our extracurricular programme provides students 
with valuable opportunities to develop new skills, build 
friendships, stay active and enjoy activities beyond the 
classroom.

It was brilliant to see so many students getting involved 
and making the most of the opportunities available to 
them!
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This half term we have been concentrating on 
two themes in the Church’s social teaching and 
in the final week these themes came together 
beautifully.

Our first emphasis was on the care of creation. 
Mr M Jones and his team were rewarded for all 
their continuous efforts to make our school more 
environmentally conscious and more intentional 
in our stewardship of resources from heating 
to paper. SJP received the CAFOD Living Simply 
award as recognition for all the progress.

To make the natural world and the care needed 
for life’s visible and clear we embarked on a 
project to grow plants in each classroom from 
seeds. Today Mr McLoughlin judged each form’s 
efforts and there were excellent examples 
of how care, teamwork, and sensitivity to life 
helped forms grow new plants. Some of these 
plants will eventually become part of the Farm 
Club’s rebuilding of the polytunnel where these 
small seeds will ultimately end up as flower 
beds, lettuces and other crops.

We also wanted to focus on the common good. 
In our case we used the example of water. No 
single person can own water. It is for all of us, 
and we need to make sure it is available, clean 
and safe. It is a true common good. 

We take water for granted. Billions of people on 
earth do not have access to clean, safe drinking 
water and their lives would be transformed if 
they did. We managed to raise over £500 for a 
project run by Cafod which will bring fresh, safe, 

clean and accessible water and toilet facilities 
to school in Zimbabwe. Thank you to our on-line 
doners . Here is Father Mario congratulating the 
Chaplaincy Volunteers who inspired giving on 
line and in the CAFOD boxes and bake sales to 
reach the target

Next half term our focus will be on the Church 
emphasis on choosing the poor, not only to help 
them but to listen to them and learn from them. 
We believe that the poor are the face of Christ in 
this world. In order to do this, we will be working 
with the Whitechapel Centre to deliver 50+ 
backpacks and sports bag with basic clothes 
for rough sleepers and homeless people in the 
Merseyside area.

May you and your family enjoy a peaceful and 
restful half term holiday.

Reflection
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Upcoming Events

Week A

Monday 2nd November 2026
•	 School open to all pupils
•	 GCSE Resit Exams Y12 & Y13 2-9-Nov-26
•	 Green Careers Week - 2-6-Nov-26

Tuesday 3rd November 2026
•	 GCSE Resit Exams Y12 & Y13 2-9-Nov-26
•	 Green Careers Week - 2-6-Nov-26

Wednesday 4th November 2026
•	 GCSE Resit Exams Y12 & Y13 2-9-Nov-26
•	 Green Careers Week - 2-6-Nov-26
•	 Y11 Trial Speaking Exams 1 MFL
•	 SJP Sixth Form Open Evening
•	 Trip Liverpool Empire

Thursday 5th November 2026
•	 GCSE Resit Exams Y12 & Y13 2-9-Nov-26
•	 Green Careers Week - 2-6-Nov-26
•	 Y11 Trial Speaking Exams 1 MFL
•	 The Library of Lost Stories

Friday 6th October 2026
•	 GCSE Resit Exams Y12 & Y13 2-9-Nov-26
•	 Green Careers Week - 2-6-Nov-26

Week B

Monday 9th November 2026
•	 Y13 Food Science Experiments

Tuesday  10th November 2026

Wednesday 11th November 2026
•	 Remembrance day- Armistice day

Thursday 12th November 2026
•	 Y12 Geography A Level Port Sunlight Trip

Friday 13th November 2026

Rewards & 
Recognition 
Year 7
Summer Dobson, Deon Jacob, Shay Allen, Annabelle Cotgrave, Emily 
Manford, Mykah Alfa, Eliott Glascott, Evelyn Hodges-Loraine, Diana Pavlovska, 
Elliot Taylor, Jaumel Della Rosa, George Danville, Jacob Brown, Seron Burnell, 
Isla Rose-Murphy, Christian Paku, Noah Coburn, Alannah Evans, Harry Gibson, 
Mikkel McKee, Sienna Nag, Tobias Peters

Year 8
George Moynihan, Yazan Alneemi, Lexi Black, Annie McDonnell, Maisie 
Edwards, Juvan Jorvin, Alfie Jervis, Sophia Mason, Samuel Crossley, Liam 
O’Toole, Jackson Davies, George Moynihan, Jessica Forrest, Oliver Edge, Kiera 
Burns, Brooklyn Diamond, Poppy Smith, Leighton Gogarty, Sophie Taylor, 
Sophie Sutton

Year 9
Georgie Wilmot, Farnoud Mulla Amini, Ruby-Lea Thomas, Evelyn Barrett, 
Marwa Othman, Moses Chung, May Price, Doreen Oyobagie, Harrison Jones, 
Leo Marshall, Jacob Watts, James O’Reilly, Bella Cawley, Alisha Davies, 
Amblessed Paku, Inioluwa Kayode, Mads Casey, Jack Evans, Hope March, 
Connor McGraa

Year 10
Alice Zdziech, Mia Wilde, Reece Gillam, J P Butterworth, Anabelle Barnes, 
Autumn Cunningham, Allen Kuriakose, Drake Casino, Grace Meenan, 
Esme Carew, Mia Wilde, Heidi Schmidt, Mila Lawton, Mia McCarthy, Lizzy 
Cuninghame, Jacob Smyth, Lily Tasker, Milly Harrison, Millie Lacey, Aston Hunt, 
Erin Naughlty, Jasmine Evans, Archie McEvitt, Isaac Huxley, Nirmal Shinso, 
Ashton Hamer

Year 11
Daniel Bojarski, Lewis Marshall, Alex Cornett, Jude Barkley, Berfin Kus, Layla 
Jebb, Phil Brett, Josh Steadman, Maddie Smith, Faith Robinson, Jack Price, 
Dahlya Al Fayed, Iker Rodriguez, Maddie Smith, Kaitlyn Rose, Xander Roberts, 
Berfin Kus, Jamie Slack, Ajibola Salami, Enya Collinson, Luke Simmons, Mia 
Kent, Lewis Marshall, Elsie Wooten, Yasin Hussain, Leon Stamos, Harry Lawson, 
Lucian Darkholm

Year 12
Jensen Jones, Leighton Reeves, Kuziva Chikaka, Daniel Pannell, Sammy 
Trueman, Nicole May, Michael Heron, Milly McMaster, Kaleb Craze, Amelia 
Clerkin, Alona Paul, Ibrohim Kolmakhmadov, Joanna Abraham, Aiden Kelly, 
Meg Byrne, Joeseph Bevan, Olivia Murphy

Year 13
Eddie Games, Gabriela Hyde, Gabby Ubah, Charlie Dawson, Leo Carvell, 
Molly Higham, Erin Boardman, Ava Bryan, Adele Harwood, Edward Moore, Abi 
Donneley, Ann-Maria Thomas, Pietro Frigo, Jack Sharp, Ines Westfalewska, 
Libbie Lefebvre, Ben O’Hanlon, Alex Lamb

Why is attendance important to my child’s education?

Good attendance means:
Target 

97%

143
Days of 

education

152
Days of 

education

162
Days of 

education

171
Days of 

education

184
Days of 

education

190
Days of 

education

75%
47 days absent

80%
38 days absent

85%
28 days absent

90%
18 days absent

97%
6 days absent

100%
0 days absent

SERIOUSLY WORRIED

Why poor attendance has a serious

 impact & reduces life chances.

VERY CONCERNED

Poor attendance gives

 less chance of success

WELL DONE

Good attendance gives the

 best chance of success

* Plenty of time for

 shopping, holidays 

& appointments.days are NOT 

spent in school

each year.*
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